
A Greeting of Peace!

“Assalamu Alaykum”

“Wa Alaykum Assalam”

Confirmation Class

Easter Lutheran Church





1.6 Billion Muslims



1. GOD / ALLAH



GOD

CREATOR

PROVIDER – SUSTAINER 

GIVER / TAKER OF LIFE

SOVEREIGN RULER OVER ALL

JUDGE OVER ALL

ALL POWERFUL – ALL KNOWING

GOD’s WILL!



Monotheism

“Say: ‘God is One, 

God is the Everlasting Sustainer,

He begets not, nor was He begotten,

and He has never had any equal.’”
[112:1-4]
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1. GOD / ALLAH

2. GOD’s Angels

3. GOD’s Books

4. GOD’s Messengers



Books & Messengers

“Say: ‘We have believed in GOD and what 
was revealed to us and what was revealed 

to Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and 
Jacob and the Tribes, and what was given to 
Moses and Jesus and what was given to the 

prophets from their Lord; we make no 
distinction between any of them, and we are 

Muslims in submission to GOD.’”  [2:136]
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1. GOD / ALLAH

2. GOD’s Angels

3. GOD’s Books

4. GOD’s Messengers

5. The Hereafter

6. Divine Destiny



What Is Islam?

Willing submission

to GOD’s Will



A Different Creation

“Do you not see that all those in Heaven 
and on Earth prostrate to GOD, including 

the sun, the moon, the mountains, the trees, 
all moving creatures, and many people?....”  

[From 22:18]



Freedom to Believe

 “And had your Lord so willed, all those on Earth would 
have believed—all of them, entirely! Then, would you 
[Mohammad] compel people to become believers?”  [10:99]

 “There is no compulsion in religion; right-guidance has 
become clear and distinct from error….” [From 2:256]

 “Say: ‘Truth is from your Lord.’ Then, whoever so wills, let 
him believe; and whoever so wills, let him disbelieve….”  
[From 18:29]
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1. The Declaration of Faith

2. The Daily Prayers
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Prayer



The Prayer



Prayer

In The Name of GOD, The Lord of Mercy, The Most Merciful

Praise GOD, The Lord of all existence

The Lord of Mercy, The Most Merciful

Sovereign on the Day of Judgment,

You Alone we worship, and You Alone we ask for help

Guide us to the Straight Path

The Path of those upon whom You have bestowed Your 
bounties, not those upon whom is wrath, or those who 

have gone astray.

Amen!
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The Charity Due



1. The Declaration of Faith

2. The Daily Prayers

3. The Obligatory Charity

4. The Fast of Ramadan



Ramadan!



Ramadan – A Time to Celebrate



Iftar / Breaking the Fast



Iftar / Breaking the Fast



Iftar / Breaking the Fast



Everyone Breaks the Fast



Everyone Breaks the Fast



Milk & Dates



Taraweeh Prayers in Jerusalem



Why Fast?

What if I cannot fast?



Feast of Breaking the Fast



EID  PRAYER



Eid ul-Fitr Prayer



Eid ul-Fitr Prayers



Eid!



Eid!



Shopping & Gifts



Henna



Candy!



Eid Stamp



1. The Declaration of Faith

2. The Daily Prayers

3. The Obligatory Charity

4. The Fast of Ramadan

5. The Pilgrimage





Men’s Pilgrimage Clothes



Women Pilgrims



Pilgrimage Rites & Rituals



Pilgrimage Rites & Rituals



Feast of the Sacrifice – “Eid-ul-Adha “



Eid!



1. The Declaration of Faith

2. The Daily Prayers

3. The Obligatory Charity

4. The Fast of Ramadan

5. The Pilgrimage



What do these words have in common?

Alcohol; Algebra; Almanac; 
Cipher, Cotton; Guitar; Jar; 
Jasmine; Lemon; Magazine; 
Mattress; Orange; Sherbet; 
Sugar; Syrup; Tariff; Tuna…



A Word About Arabic

• A Semitic Language (like Hebrew and Aramaic)

• Alphabet: 28 Letters  (written from right to left)

• The Language of Science in the Middle Ages

• Has Not Changed Over the Centuries! (yet very 
modern and adaptable)

• Today, it is the fourth most spoken language in 
the world after Chinese, Spanish, and English.



Arabic Alphabet



Indian Numerals!



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0



Arabic Numerals!

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0



Arabic Numerals!



Arabic Numerals!



Arabic Numerals!



Arabic Numerals!



Calligraphy



“HE has Power over all things”



Calligraphy



ARCHITECTURE
The Mosque – The House of GOD



ARCHITECTURE
The Mosque – The House of GOD



ARCHITECTURE - Dome



ARCHITECTURE - Dome



ARCHITECTURE – Mihrab – a perfect 
combination of form and function





Revealed in Arabic to Prophet Mohammad (570 – 633 AD)

Most Read / Recited / Memorized

Has no “Editions,” “Versions,” or “Revisions”; it is 
preserved as originally revealed

Fixed number of Chapters, Verses, Words

Inimitable in Language, Style, and Content

The Primary Reference of Islam



"...and when, as is sure, there 
comes Guidance to you from Me, 

then for those who follow My 
Guidance there will be no fear, nor 

shall they grieve." [From 2:38]



The Purpose of

Revealed Scripture

“He has revealed to you ˹O Prophet˺ the Book in 
truth, confirming what came before it, as He revealed 
the Torah and the Gospel previously, as guidance for 
people….” [From 3:3-4]

“Indeed, We revealed the Torah, containing guidance
and light….” [From 5:41]

“Then in the footsteps of the prophets, We sent 
Jesus, son of Mary, confirming the Torah revealed 
before him. And We gave him the Gospel containing 
guidance and light….” [From 5:46]



Direct Knowledge

Stories / Examples / Parables

Divine Signs

Commandments

Sharia  (Divine Law)

Supplications / Prayers



GOD and Parents

“And your Lord decreed that you 
worship none but Him, and that 

you treat your parents with 
exemplary kindness….”  [17:23]



GOD and Parents

“Whether one or both attain old age 
while with you, do not say to them 

even a word of frustration, and do not 
repel them, but address them in 

gentle, honorable terms.  And lower 
to them the wing of humility, out of 

mercy, and say: "My Lord! Have 
mercy on them as they brought me up 

when I was young!”  [17:23-24] 



Spending

“And give the relative his due 
right, and so to the poor and to 
the wayfarer, and do not spend 

wastefully.”  [17:26]



Spending

“Indeed, spendthrifts are akin to 
devils, and Satan was ungrateful 
to his Lord.  And if you have to 

turn away from them [the needy], 
while seeking and pleading for 
Mercy from Your Lord, then [at 
least] say a kind word to them.”  

[17:27-28]



Adultery

“And do not approach adultery; 
indeed it is immoral and the worst 

of ways.”  [17:32]



Killing

“And do not take life—which GOD 
has made sacred—except in just 

retribution…”  [17:33]



Orphans

“And do not approach the wealth 
of an orphan, except to increase it, 
until he reaches maturity…”  [17:34]



Covenants

“…and keep your covenants—
covenants are to be accounted 

for.”  [17:34]



Honesty in Business

“Give full measure whenever 
measuring, and weigh with an 
accurate scale; this is preferable 

and of better consequence.”  [17:35]



Acting / Speaking 

Without Knowledge

“Do not follow that of which you 
have no knowledge; indeed, 

hearing, vision, and heart—all 
will be held accountable.”  [17:36]



Arrogance

“And do not walk around with an 
arrogant gait; you will never 
pierce the earth or attain the 
height of mountains.”  [17:37]



Final Wisdom

“These are among the [precepts of] 
Wisdom which your Lord has 
revealed to you. Take not with 

GOD another object of worship, 
lest you should be thrown into 

Hellfire, blameworthy and 
banished.”  [17:39] 



Other Commandments

Gambling / Drinking

Homosexuality / Incest

Eating Pork / non-Halal meat

Bearing False Witness

Fortune Telling / Divination

Interest



JIHAD?



Holy War?

“al-harb al-muqaddasah”

احلرب املقدسة



JIHAD?

“Struggling, Sacrificing, and Fighting

for a Godly/Just Cause”



For a Godly/Just Cause?

Prophet Muhammad [pbuh]:

“The best Jihad is speaking a just 
word before an oppressive 

authority”

(Reported by Abu-Sa`eed Al-Khudry )



Jihad

Struggling against and resisting the various forces that 
drive us away from Godly Causes:

⚫ Satan (our avowed enemy)

⚫Attractions of Life (wealth, status, power, comfort…)

⚫One’s Own Self (stinginess, greed, pride…)

⚫Desires & Appetites (sex, food, addictions…)



JIHAD as Armed Struggle

Self-Defence

To Remove Oppression



JIHAD as Armed Struggle

The 4th of July?



JIHAD as Armed Struggle

Patrick Henry:

“Give me liberty or give me death”



War & Peace

“Fight in GOD’s Way those who fight you, but do not 
commit aggression; indeed, GOD does not like aggressors.”  
[2:190]

“And should they incline towards peace, then incline 
towards it as well, and put your trust in GOD; He is the 
All-Hearing, the Omniscient.”  [8:61]

“Regarding those who do not fight you because of religion 
and do not expel you from your homes, GOD does not 
forbid you from being kind/righteous and equitable 
towards them; indeed GOD loves those who are 
just/equitable.”  [60:8]



SHARIA?



“We have indeed sent Our 
Messengers with (all kinds of) 
evidence, and sent down with 

them the Book and the Scales (of 
Justice), so that people would 

interact with equity…” 57:25



The revealed laws/rules that 
regulate the affairs and 

interactions of human beings to 
ensure justice and equity among 

them…



1.  The Quran

2.  The Sunnah
3.  Consensus

4.  Analogical Deduction



“Do not cause harm,

or answer harm with harm”



The Preservation of 

1.  Religion

2.  Life

3.  Mind / Reason

4.  Lineage / Offspring

5.  Wealth



Mutual Rights

Social Responsibilities

Food & Drink

Marriage and Divorce

Wills and Inheritance

Burial

Governance and Politics

Work and Business / Money and Earning



Before the formalization of Islamic law, 
fourteen centuries ago, women were 
treated like objects to be owned, bought, 
sold, enslaved, or discarded.  They had no 
rights and were constantly mistreated.  
Men were ashamed of having a baby girl, 
and many used to bury them alive!



Islam radically changed all that.  The 
Quran teaches:

“And among GOD’s Signs is that He 
created for you spouses from yourselves 

that you may find comfort with them, and 
He placed love and mercy between you.  
Indeed in this are signs for people who 

reflect.”  [30:21]



And Prophet Muhammad [pbuh] used to 
teach, for example:

“Enjoin upon one-another the good and 
kind treatment of women”

“The best among you are those who are 
best to their wives; and I am the best of 
you to my wives.”



The Quran, revealed fourteen 
centuries ago, is the only book from 
that time that clearly spells out the 
fact that men and women are equal 
before GOD.



Men and Women

“And whoever does righteous deeds, 
whether male or female, while being a 
true believer - those will enter Paradise 
and will not suffer the least injustice.”

[4:124]



• Islamic society is not built on individuals; the units 
of society are families.

• Men and women are not competing with one-
another (for the same job, the same position /social 
status); rather, they complete one-another. 

• Women are highly respected, not because of their 
beauty or their wealth, but because of their vital 
roles in society as mothers, wives, sisters, and 
daughters.

• Men are the breadwinners; their main 
responsibility is to work and support their families.



• Right to life.

• Right to be cared for, protected, supported in 
her father’s house, then in her husband’s house.

• Right to an education (seeking knowledge is an 
obligation for Muslims—males and females).

• Right to choose / refuse a husband.

• Right to divorce.

• Right to keep her own name after marriage.



• Right to own property:  right to all of her 
dowry, all her inheritance, and all her 
earnings from work or business (if she 
chooses to work or own her own business); 
it is not her responsibility to be the 
breadwinner or to support the family 
(although she may freely choose to help 
her husband).

• Right to vote and to have a voice in the 
affairs of State.



Diversity & What Really Matters

“O People! I created you from a 
single male and a single female, 
and made you into nations and 
tribes so that you would get to 
know one-another; truly , the 
most honorable of you before 
GOD is the most pious of you….”  

The Quran, Chapter 49, from verse 13



Hadeeth / Prophetic Saying

“None of you truly believes until he 
loves for his brother that which 

he loves for himself.”

Prophet Muhammad – Peace and Blessings upon him



Contact Information
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