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Framing the 
Story 

A Story of Five Bibles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Reflection 

What is your story with the Bible? 
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Pictures of God 
How you think about God affects how you read the Bible. 

Which comes first, God’s revelation, or our perception? 

Picture One: God is  

 

Picture Two: God is  

 
Picture Three: God is  
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Reflection 
Which picture most reflects the belief system in 

which you were raised? 

 

 

 

 

The Public/Private Divide 
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How the Trinity Can Bring it          
All Together? 
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So, What is the Bible? 
“The major significance of the Bible is not that it is 

a book, but rather that it reflects the life of the 

community of Israel and the primitive church as 

those communities sought to come to terms with 

the central reality that God was present with them 

in ways that regularly outran their ability to 

understand or cope.”1 – Paul Achtmeier 

 

“Scripture is the foundational record of how the 

ancient faith community responded in the context 

of a trajectory of historical situations to the 

awareness that God has acted to constitute this 

people as a covenant community. In this way the 

Bible stands as the informing and forming canon 

for the community throughout its history.” 

 

“The task of theology is to assist the 

contemporary believing community to fulfill its 

responsibility of proclaiming and living out the 

message that God has appeared in Christ for the 

sake of the salvation of humankind.” 

 

 

 

Reflection  
How might these different worldviews impact the 

way a person interprets the Bible? 

 

Does this conversation help explain some 

controversies you’ve seen over the Bible in your 

experience? How might this knowledge help 

navigate those conflicts? 

 
1 Achtmeier quoted in Grenz, Stanley J. Revisioning Evangelical 

Theology: A Fresh Agenda for the 21st Century. Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1993. 122. 
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Mapping It Out 
A Decoder Ring 

John 3:16-18, 20 
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Map of the World 
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The Big Story: 
Act One 

 

C________, U__________, R__________ 
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Creation vs. Evolution? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection 
How have you seen God’s cycle of Creation-

Uncreation-Recreation work in your own life? 





13 



14 
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Reflection 
How have you seen life go over the rails? 

In what areas would it look like to “choose life” for 

you right now? 
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Who Rules? 

 

Law Rules 
Joshua 
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King Rules 
United Kingdom 

Three Kings 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Samuel 

S______ and S_____ 
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2 Samuel 

D________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Kings 

 

1 Chronicles 
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Divided Kingdom 
2 Kings 

 

2 Chronicles 

 

Exile 
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Book Rules 
Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther 
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Poets and Preachers 
What makes a poem a poem? 

 

 

 

 

The Wisdom Books

 
The Prophets 
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Reflection 
In what ways have you either been a prophet, or 

received the message from a prophet in your life? 
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The Big Story: 
Act Two 

The Fullness of Time 

 

Empire	

Dates	ruling	
Israel	

Contribu on	
to	the	

Fullness	of	
Time	
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Four Views 
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So What? 
 

Jesus’ life is our __________. 

Jesus’ death is our __________. 

Jesus’ resurrection is our __________. 

Jesus’ mission is our ___________. 
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The Big Story: 
Act Three 

The Spirit, the Word, and 
the World 

 
Acts 1:8 

 

You will receive ________ 

When the ________________has come upon you 

And you will be my ________ 

In ________, in all ________and ________ 

And to the ________________________. 
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Reflection 
How have you been challenged by Bible Mania? 

 

 

What are you going to do about it? 



View all of Pastor Steve’s illustrations, devotionals, and 

theological doodles at 

www.stevethomason.net 




